
NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Township Board 

Minutes 

November 10, 2015 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 P.M. by Supervisor 
Engstrom at 8350 Main Street. 

PLEDGE 

Supervisor Engstrom led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Marilyn Engstrom, Supervisor Present 
Angela Westover, Clerk Present 
Kathy Braun, Treasurer  Present 
Janet Chick, Trustee  Present  
Wayne Dockett, Trustee  Present [left at 8:32 P.M.] 
Jacki Otto, Trustee  Present 
Tracy Thomas, Trustee  Present 

 
Also present: 

Township Manager Howard Fink 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent 

Tim Hardesty 
Public Safety Director William Wagner 
Community Center Director Tammy Averill 
Township Attorney Paul Burns 
Township Engineer Brian Rubel, Tetra Tech 
Bond Counsel Ryan Bendzinski, Bendzinski & Co. 
Recording Secretary Lisa Lemble 
Members of the community  
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Minutes 

 Bills 

 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
items in the consent agenda be adopted as presented. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

ADOPT BALANCE OF AGENDA 

Engstrom add “Shell Station Outstanding Sewer Bills” as 
Item 6 under Agenda Items. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, that the 
balance of the agenda be adopted as presented.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

FIRST CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mary Devlin, 9211 Brookside, made suggestions for 
improvements to the Township and asked about potential 
commercial developments. David Gordon, 5558 Hellner 
Road, asked about the fiscal advisability of and the public 
notice regarding the public hearing item and asked for 
answers to written questions he submitted in October. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 

REPORTS 

Department Heads 

Police and Fire. Wagner answered questions from Dockett 
and Chick. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the hiring of Charles Baderon, Firefighter 
Trainee, contingent upon passing of a physical and 
background check.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. Hardesty answered a 
question about a recent emergency sewer repair. 

Senior Center. Averill answered a question about the 
Halloween Party. 

Other 

Financial. No questions. 

Township Manager. No questions. 

Zoning Board of Appeals. No meeting held since the last 
Board meeting. 

Planning Commission. Chick reported that the Commission 
passed a motion to send a letter to Biltmore Development. 

Parks and Recreation. Thomas reported that the Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan has been issued. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. 

Whitmore Lake Special Assessment District: 

Assessment Roll 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Thomas supported, that the 
public hearing be opened.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

Brian Rubel, Tetra Tech, presented information about the 
location, history, design, engineering issues, construction 
bids, and costs related to the proposed district, noting that 
costs have turned out to be lower than expected. He 
answered a question from a property owner about 
connection fees. 

Ryan Bendzinski, Bendzinski & Co., explained how bonds 
will be sold for this project, projecting that they will be 
sold at 4%. 

Scott Munzel, representing Udo Huff and Sherry Wagar, 
owners of 6431 and 6475 Whitmore Lake Road, said they 
object to the assessment, stating that the cost assessed for 
their properties will be disproportionate to the value 
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received. He said they are asking that their assessment be 
reduced to equal the minimal increase in value to their 
property and that they not be required to connect to the 
sewer. 

Dale Brewer, real estate broker, representing owners of 
two parcels in the district, and Richard Bradburn, owner of 
10 acres in the district, spoke in favor of the district. 

David Gordon, 5558 Hellner Road, asked whether the 
Biltmore Development influenced setting of the southern 
border of the district and how much money is in the 
special assessment account. He expressed concern about 
future sewer expansions and being responsible for the 
bond payments as Township resident. 

Craig Warburton, 450 West Joy Road, questioned whether 
there is sufficient sewer capacity or a need for this project 
and whether creation of the district is related to the 
Biltmore proposal, and expressed concern about the cost. 

Tamara Bollman, 6404 Whitmore Lake Road, spoke in 
favor of the district. 

Dockett commented on the inclusion of a contingency 
fund. Braun recalled that this district was formed by a 
petition of property owners prior to the election of the 
current Board and before the Biltmore development was 
proposed. Rubel confirmed that the design of this district 
was not influenced by the Biltmore Development and will 
insignificantly affect available sewer plant capacity. 

Engstrom said she would like to discuss further the 
requirement for existing homes to connect to the sewer. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, that the 
public hearing be closed.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 

Resolution 15-533:  

Special Assessment District Assessment Roll 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the Special Assessment Resolution #4 for the 
Township of Northfield, County of Washtenaw, State 
of Michigan, to spread the assessment roll for the 
Whitmore Lake Sewer Special Assessment District. 
Motion carried 7—0 on a roll call vote.  

Resolution adopted. 

2. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 

Appointments 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Braun supported, to 
appoint Soamer Jamil to the DDA for a term ending 
May 31, 2018. Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
appoint Dave Ely to the DDA for a term ending 
May 31, 2019. Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Otto supported, to appoint 
Doug Wilbur to the DDA for a term ending May 31, 
2019.  

Dockett said he would not support this because Wilbur 
owes the Township several thousand dollars in personal 
property taxes. He requested a roll call vote. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 

3. 

Vigilant Solutions Data Access System  

for Police Department 

Public Safety Director Wagner said this is a law 
enforcement database, and the Township’s portion of the 
$7,500 cost will be $2,500 for this year. 

 Motion: Otto moved, Westover supported, to approve 
the purchase of the Vigilant Solutions license plate 
recognition software for the sum of $7,500.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

4. 

Hiring of Front Desk Clerk: 

Dawn Samfillippo 

 Motion: Otto moved, Engstrom supported, to accept 
the hiring of Dawn Samfillippo as the Front Desk 
Clerk starting November 12, 2015.  
Motion carried 7—0 on a voice vote. 

5. 

Staff Performance Raises 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, to 
approve the staff raises as presented by Fink in his 
memo dated 11/6/15 and to affirm the raises already 
budgeted. Motion carried 6—1 on a voice vote, 

Dockett opposed. 

6. 

Shell Station Outstanding Sewer Bills 

Burns explained that the attorney for the Shell station 
maintains there is a two year statute of limitations 
regarding the unpaid sewer bills, but is still offering to pay 
approximately half of the amount owed. 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Thomas supported, to 
authorize the finalization of the sewer bill settlement 
negotiated by Fink with the Shell Station owner for 
outstanding sewer bills. 

Dockett and Otto said maintained the owner should pay all 
amounts due. 

Motion carried 6—1 on a roll call vote, Dockett 

opposed. 
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SECOND CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mary Devlin commented on the Shell Station sewer bill 
settlement. David Gordon asked if anyone in the Township 
is seeking renters for the second floor of the Public Safety 
Building. 

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

Board members: 
 Asked that there be discussion at a workshop session 

about sewer fee collections.  

 Noted the public is invited to a US-23 corridor 
aesthetics comments session on November 12th.  

 Briefly discussed the issues and possibilities related to 
leasing the second floor of the Public Safety Building.  

[Dockett left at this point]. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion: Engstrom moved, Chick supported, that the 
meeting be adjourned.  
Motion carried 6—0 on a voice vote.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 P.M. 

 
 

 
Submitted by Lisa Lemble. 

Corrections to the originally issued minutes are indicated as follows: 
 Wording removed is stricken through; 
 Wording added is underlined. 

 

Approved by the Township Board on December 8, 2015. _________________________________________________ 

Angela Westover, Clerk 
 
 

Official minutes of all meetings are available on the Township’s website at 
http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/ 

http://www.twp-northfield.org/government/township_board_of_trustees/

